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TITLE:  TOWN HALL GONE BAD 
 

 

APRIL 1905 AND A LIQUOR FIGHT CLAIMS A CONGRESSMAN. 

 

THIS WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY, BROUGHT TO YOU BY THIS STATION AND THE SAVE 

TEXAS HISTORY PROGRAM OF THE GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 

 

APRIL 24, 1905.  HEMPSTEAD.  AFTER PASSING A LAW TO BAN ALCOHOL, LOCAL 

LEADERS MEET TO BEG THE GOVERNOR FOR A TEXAS RANGER TO ENFORCE IT.  

POPULAR PROHIBITIONIST CONGRESSMAN JOHN M. PINCKNEY, AND MORE THAN 

100 CITIZENS, PACK THE COUNTY COURTROOM.    

 

SOON, TEMPERS FLARE.  A FIGHT BREAKS OUT… SOMEBODY SHOOTS.  IN A BLAZE 

OF GUNFIRE, FOUR MEN LIE DEAD, INCLUDING THE CONGRESSMAN.  SHOT FOUR 

TIMES, HE WAS UNARMED. 

 

THE SHOOTOUT SHOCKS THE NATION.  HEMPSTEAD EARNS THE UNFORTUNATE 

NAME “SIX-SHOOTER JUNCTION”. 

 

A TOWN HALL MEETING TURNED BLOODY IN HEMPSTEAD, 106 YEARS AGO THIS 

WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY.  

 

LEARN MORE AT SAVETEXASHISTORY.ORG OR CALL 800-998-4GLO.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"PINCKNEY, JOHN M.," Handbook of Texas Online (http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fpi24), 

accessed March 26, 2011. Published by the Texas State Historical Association. 
 

 

“Texas Western Attractions” website accessed March 31, 2011 

http://texasattractions.blogspot.com/2010/09/six-shooter-junction-hempstead-texas.html 
 

 

Contemporary Newspaper Sources 

http://files.usgwarchives.net/tx/milam/newspapers/rock1905.txt 

http://query.nytimes.com/gst/abstract.html?res=FB0B1EFD355913738DDDAC0A94DC405B858CF1D3 

http://query.nytimes.com/gst/abstract.html?res=FB0A14FE3C5A12738DDDA80A94DA405B868CF1D3 
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